IQO                             IX. The eighteenth Century.
youth against vested interests; it was the cry of the insurgent who would not be downed by the abuse of a Kamiya who championed the cause of a decadent monopoly of mathematical learning and teaching. It was this that inspired Aida to act, and of the dignity of his action these words, from a preface to one of his works, will bear witness: "The S?iy0 Samps1 treats of subjects not previously worked out, and certain of its methods have never been surpassed. The author's skill in mathematics may safely be described as unequalled in all the Empire. Upon this work the student may in general rely, although it is not wholly free from faults. Since it would be a cause of regret, however, if posterity should be led into error through these faults, as would be the natural influence of so great a master as Fujita, I have taken the trouble to compose a work which I now venture to offer to the world as a guide." Such words and others in recognition of Fujita's merits did not warrant the abuse that Kamiya heaped upon Aida, and the impression left upon the reader of a century later is that of a staunch champion of liberty of thought, cym-batted by the unprovoked insults and unjust scorn of vested interests. Fujita seems to have solved his problems correcMy but to have expressed his work in cumbersome notation,* while Aida stood for simplicity of expression. Neither was in general right in attacking the solutions of the other, and in the heat of controversy each was led to statements that were incorrect. The whole struggle is a rather sad commentary on the state of mathematics in the waning days of the Seki school, when the trivial was magnified and the large questions of mathematics were forced into the background.
Aida was an indefatigable worker, practically his whole Hfe having- been spent in study. As a result he left hundreds of manuscripts, most of which suffered the fate of so many
' Fujifa's work of 1779.
5 As compared with  Dial  of Aida, although on  improvement upon that of his predecessors.